
Conserving Rare 
Plants in the  
Internet Age
With Joel Dunn
 Saturday, January 28 
(Snow Date: Saturday, 
February 4) 
11 am–12 pm

Many rare plant species need large, 
contiguous protected areas to 
sustain their populations and adapt 
to changing conditions. However, 
increased land development, forest 
fragmentation, and climate change 
threaten endangered plants with 
extinction. Recognizing this urgent 
need, Joel Dunn will discuss how to 
integrate “internet age” technology 
with funding and land preservation 
partnerships to revolutionize the 
conservation movement and save 
rare plants on a landscape scale. 

Joel Dunn is President and CEO of 
Chesapeake Conservancy, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to protecting 
landscapes that are vital to the health of the 
Chesapeake Bay and its cultural heritage. 

 

Winter Lecture Series

We are pleased to present Mt. Cuba Center’s Winter Lecture Series. Discover how new technologies are 
revolutionizing plant conservation; explore the roles of native woodland wildflowers in our local ecology; 
and learn how to follow nature’s cues to achieve striking, sustainable landscapes that will persist for 
decades to come. $20 per lecture or all three for $55. Light refreshments will be served.

Each lecture qualifies for one professional credit with APLD, DNLA, ISA, NOFA, PLNA, and LA CES.

Wildflower Ecology: 
A Naturalist’s 
Perspective
With Carol Gracie
  Saturday, February 11 
(Snow Date: Sunday, 
February 12) 
11 am–12 pm

Our native woodland wildflowers 
are more than just a delight for 
the eye: they have adapted to their 
environment over millennia and 
play important roles in the ecology 
of their region. Join naturalist 
Carol Gracie and learn how spring 
ephemerals have developed unique 
adaptations for early blooming, 
pollination, and seed dispersal, and 
discover the latest scientific research 
on the fascinating ecology of these 
beautiful plants.

Carol Gracie is retired from The New York 
Botanical Garden, where she worked in the 
Science Division. Her latest book, Spring 
Wildflowers of the Northeast: A Natural 
History, was published by Princeton 
University Press in 2012. 

Liberate Your 
Home Landscape 
Plants
With Larry Weaner
Saturday, March 18
11 am–12 pm

Too often, we design gardens and 
landscapes with static compositions 
of carefully placed and managed 
plants. However, our approach can 
be more dynamic and ecologically 
robust by relying on plants’ innate 
tendencies to reproduce and 
proliferate on their own. Using 
examples from client projects, Larry 
Weaner illustrates how this organic 
approach to design can result in low-
maintenance, beautiful landscapes 
that marry human intent with the 
patterns and processes of nature.

Larry Weaner Landscape Associates has 
a nation-wide reputation for combining 
ecological restoration with fine garden 
design. Larry recently coauthored Garden 
Revolution: How Our Landscapes Can Be a 
Source of Environmental Change.

For more information or to register for a class, contact Jeanette Zipf, Education Registrar at jzipf@mtcubacenter.org or 302.239.8807 or visit 
mtcubacenter.org. Mt. Cuba Center is a botanical garden that inspires an appreciation for the beauty and value of native plants and a commitment 
to protect the environments that sustain them. Mt. Cuba Center’s gardens are open to visitors Wednesday to Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., April through 
October. Classes are offered year-round.
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